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FREEZLAND 
Relating to the LEVYES under Debate in the 

States General , Fryday the 5 Feb. 1684. 


HE States of Freezeland having ſeen and examined rwo 

Meſlages from . H. M- dared February 1684, tending 

ro the end that Þ. E.M. with che firſt, would bring in 

their Conſent for Levying 16000 Men , upon which, 

this Government, upon a lerious Conſideration, and full Agreement 
of all parties, concluded to bring in cheir Advice, That H, E. M. 
cannot underſtand of what Neceflity or Advantage ic will be to agree 
to the {aid Leveys ; but that ir ought to be rather apprehended and 
looktupon, as that which will trend roa ruining deftructive War : To 
| carry on which, this Province do look upon themielvez unable to 
bear their part, by reaſon of their being ſo much in Arrear already; 
Asalſo by reaſon of the Low Prices of their Corn, Fac Carcle, and their 
Eflates ; as allo other Inconveniences that attend them; bu: eſpecial- 
| ly, conſidering thar the States are deſtitute of all Allys, from whence 
they may certainly expect any aſſiſtance; and theretore ic mult be 
looke upon as a Matter of ſo much che more Danger ; for char inthe 
former War they received ſeveral aſſiſtances from others, and yet ob- 
tained no Remarkable advantages againſt France: Beſides which, it 
ought to be conſidered, Thar the Forces which are to be raiſed, will 
not be {ocahie to be attained, bur if raiſed nor of {ufficienc ſtrength, 
ro obtain 2 berrer Peace from the K. of France, then he himſelf hath 


offered, 


s 


\ 


| # Gz*2 

| offered. As alſo it is conſidered and apprehended, and not without 
great reaſon, the unexpreſſable Dilaſters which may betall chis Pro- 
vince in particular, from the French Confederates , as being deprived 
of all che Forces of this City for their defence , which will be liccle 
enough to oppole the French Force in the Netherlands, where the Spa- j 
niard, ſhew to little Zeal in their Conduct, and do hardly put any.Or- 
der in execution with earneftnels, except ſuch as may lerve ro ingage 
this State in a War, and have hardly one ſhare of thoſe Troops ready 
which chey ought to have, before this Stare was obliged to lend them 
any afſiftance ; much leſs co thiak of a Rupture for their ſakes, it be- 
ing No:orious, That none of thoſe Alternatives are ſo conſiderable as | | 
ro equalize the greatneſs of the Danger to which this State muſt nor | 
only expoſe themaſclves, but all the Spaniſh Netherlands, by a Was ; 
and nor only England but che Emperour , have already declared their 
ci latisfation,as alſo very unacceptable ro this State, T hat His Cathlick 
Majeſty ſhou'd publiſh a Declaracion of. War, without *accquainting 
His Alleys therewith. | 

The King of England hath alſo already declared, Thar it were bets 

ter to accept of thoſe Alternaticves, as ſo ſuddenly to engage in ſo de- 
firutivea VVar: Adding withal, That he is not obliged in ſuch Caſe to 
aſſiſt either Us or Spain. For all which reaſons, VVe think ir beſt to 
deſiſt from thoſe Leveys, and to let the Spaniards ſee by that , that this 
State cannot think it g006d, That for preſervation of a lictle, for which 
they take lo little care of the whole, to expoſe themlelves to ſuch e- 
minent Dangers ; and therefore they do give their Advice, That they 
be earneſtly preſſed co accepr of one of the Alternatives, and that ſuch 
Methods be uſed with all ſpeed; with Conferences and Treatys,as may 
tend to the ſecuring of this State in a deſired Peace, and that the Bar- 
7cir may remain without danger. The States of this Province do ap- 
prehend, Thar if a Peace cannot be obtained , thatthen a Truce for 
20 years is more to be deſired, then a VVar inthe Spaniſh Netherlands ; 
eſpecially conſidering, that in proceſs of time, the Emperour may be 
freed from-his Turkiſh VVar, and the K- of England from his National 
Troubles, and ſo in a better Capacity to ſecure the Peace. Thus con= 
cluded in our Stadr=Houle. 


FINID. 
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